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The Sixteen Rituals of Aaryas

Continued from Last Issue.

As per the materialistic thinking, a human is no more than an image
of hunger and thirst. The Vedic thought, on the other hand, does not
assume human existence to be mere bodily existence. The plans of dam
construction, river digging and road/rail-laying should also doubtlessly
carryon. But from the spiritual point of view, these are extremely prelimi-
nary steps and are nowhere near the commencement of the program of
remodeling of man on a spiritual grounding.

The actual purpose of tne Vedic culture - the purpose for which the
culture was born - is to remodel man by performing rituals. We build
dams, dig out the streams, construct roads and lay railway lines. But
where is the man for whom all this is done? Which kind of plan do we
have for him - five-year or the ten-year one? If there exist established
railway networks, if the convenience of motorcars reaches every house-
hold, if water reaches every comer of land, if the yield becomes unlimited
and yet the man, the user of all these resources, fails to be truthful, hon-
est, empathetic towards others, and is not virtuous, is corrupt and of adul-
terous conduct, then what is the use of these trains and cars, streams and
dams? And is this not the situation today? Is the increasing dazzle of
wealth and splendor not accompanied by the degradation of the very
human being who is the master of this wealth? Where is man? Where is
that human who has humanity - the man who casually throws aside the
huge and complicated heaps of temptations that arise in his way? The
biggest program of Vedic culture and the focus of this program is the
reconstruction/remodeling of man by performing rituals.

The Vedic culture prepared a program for the modeling of man. For
the success of this program, the custom of rituals was popularized. It is
these rituals that make a man worthy. How many innumerable processes
has the soul crossed on its journey across several births?

To be continued....
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