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The Sixteen Rituals of Aaryas

Vivaah Sanskaar
(The wedding ritual)

Both should be of a similar character, matching brains, similar conduct,
similar type of appearance etc, non -violent, truthful and soft-spoken,
grateful , kind, willing for the nation’s welfare and for receiving education,
fearless in the spread of truth, enthusiastic, willing to renounce vices like
egoism, envy, jealousy, passion, anger, cunningness gambling, stealing, liquor,
non-vegetarianism etc. and should be clever at housekeeping. The woman’s
body should be slimmer than that of the groom and she should reach up in
height to the man’s shoulder. The examination of internal virtues should
be accomplished by mutual conversation, behavior etc. The girl who does
not belong to the last five generations of the boy’s maternal family and is
not of the boy’s paternal sub-caste is suitable for marriage.

The best age of marriage is 16-24 years for a girl and 25-48 years for
a boy. Further, the marriage between a 16 year old girl and 25 year old
boy is considered last appropriate, between a 18-20 year old woman and
30-35 year old man is intermediate while that a 24 year old woman and 48
year old man is most superior. A country where this excellent manner of
wedding, continence and educational practices are followed always remains
happy while a nation where wedding are arranged between people who
are uneducated, unsuitable, not of the right age or devoid of continence,
remains immersed in troubles. The former types of marriages are the
foundation for all round development while the latter lead to degradation.

- Gyaaneshwaraarya, Darshanacacharya

To be continued...
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